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Abstract: The libraries of India have played a significant role in preserving
our cultural heritage and identity in form the of manuscripts and rare books.
There are a number of important libraries and institutions which have become
a store-house of Arabic, Persian and Urdu manuscripts. Persian manuscripts
are in such a number that cannot be counted easily. Among the libraries of
India the National library of India (Kolkata) deserves special mention. This
article is based on the contribution of National Library and its different sections
in preserving and saving them from destruction.
Keywords: National Library, Persian, manuscripts, repository, preservation,
The National Library is one of the oldest libraries of India which is famous
for preserving valuable, old and rare books and manuscripts in Arabic, Persian,
Urdu and different languages. In this article, efforts have been made to
acquaint the readers with the Persian manuscripts only, preserved in the
National Library and its different sections. It has become rich with the rare
Persian books, rotographs and manuscripts donated by historians and scholars

of Bengal. Established in 1836 A.D. this library is regarded as one of the largest
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INDIAN FLORA IN THE MIRROR OF
INDO-PERSIAN LITERATURE

by

Dr. Syed Md. Iqbal Shah Alquadri,
Assistant Professor, Deptt. of Persian
Maulana Azad College, Kolkata

The Muslim emperors came to India during the late medieval period and made
this land their abode. At first they were not accustomed with the Indian climate,
culture, and society. But gradually, they absorbed the Indian culture and
civilization. The beautiful and fertile land of India, its mountains and hills,
rivers and streams. fruiis and flowers, plants and trees attracted their attention.
They were so much impressed by the charm of nature in India that they even
forgot their own hummeiends. Many of them believed India a paradise of fruits
and flowers and thev yepi-sented a very admirable picture of Indian flora. We
find a number of such wiitings in Persian literature which are full of passion

and admiration for the iand of india.
Amir Khusrau', the greatest Persian poet of India was a true patriot. The
epithet, Tuti-e- Hind (Parrot of India) was conferred upon Khusrau by the
luminaries of India in recognition of his poetic excellence. In one of his poetic
compositions “FEjaz-e-Khusravi he speaks of grapes, guavas and apples; oranges
and scores of other fruits. He calls mango and banana to be the elixir of human
life. The garden abounds in ever green flowers surcharged with an atmosphere
of sweet fragrance; branches ringing with fascinating notes of the ringing birds.
The crow was changing its home from tree to tree, the kite flying, the banyan
standing like a giant, though not allowing trees to grow under it yet the grass

was enjoying its little life; branches moving to and fro and with them flowers

nodding their heads.”’

Amir Khusrau has mentioned a number of Indian plants and flowers in
his historical masnavis( riming poems ) Qiran-us-Sa’dain and Dewalrani Khizir
Khan. These plants and flowers were used to decorate the gardens of
contemporary Sultans of Delhi. The name of plants/trees include Baid (willow),
Chunar (lime) , Sunbul (hyacinth) , Shamshad (box tree), Sarv (cypress) and
flowers are Nargis ( Narcissus), Gul-e-Bela (bela flower), Gul-e-Zarrin (Golden
Flower), Gul-e-lal (Red Flower), Raihan (Sweet Basil), Gul-e-Sufaid (White
Flower), Yasmine (Jasmine), Nilofar (morning glory), Champa, Dhak, Juhi,
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