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Abstracts

Prof. Masumi (1931-2009) is an accredited authority on lslamic
studies and history of Arabic literature in the post-independence
era of India, whose entire lile was dedicated to the service of
Arabic  and Urdu  literature.  This  distinguished  scholar
enthusiastically devoted his time to explore the unnoticed Indian
classical heritage of oriental researches preserved in  various
premier national and international libraries. His extra ordinary
talent and depth of knowledge in Indo-Arab philological sciences
fetched him acclamation and recognition from literary circles of
India and abroad. Because of his valuable contributions to Arabic
language and literature, Indian Government awarded him “The
Presidential Award” in 1991, He played a dominant role in
propagating Arabic hertage of arts and sciences preserved in
Indian Museums and oriental libraries by reviewing and editing
with due references and valuable notes. He not only pointed out
numerous major and minor errors committed by some very well-
known Arabists and famous authors of Islamic studies on the
basis of historical and linguistic evidences, but also greatly
facilitated a correct understanding of different Arabic texts by his
deep studies. Prof. Masumi produced a number of research works
of high standard in Arabic, Urdu, English and Persian. In
addition, he edited a large number of research works that were
published in standard journals, magazines and periodicals that
context from home and abroad.
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Status of Women in Idam in the light of the Quran and Hadith

Dr. Syed Mustafa Murshed Jamal Shah Al-Quadri
Assistant Professor
M.A.(Gold Medallist), M.M.(1% Class 1%), Ph.D., W.B.E.S
Department of Arabic, Maulana Azad College
Kolkata West Bengal, India

The common belief in the world today surrounding the status of women in |slam, stems from
lack of true knowledge, misconceptions, misinterpretations and misrepresentations of the
Quran, resulting in a common idea that Muslim women are neglected, subjugated, degraded
and oppressed. This paper is written with the sole purpose of clearing these misconceptions
and presenting before the people the real statusthat Ilam grantsto women in the light of the
Holy Quran and Hadith.

Status and Rights of women in Islam according to Quran and Hadith (Sunnah) is a vast and
important topic of discussion. Through my paper | will try to shed some lights on the

following areas concerning women’s rights and status:

. General Rights of Existence
Right to Education or Equal Right to acquire Knowledge

1

2

3. Marriage Rights
4. Economic Rights or Right to Property and Inheritance.
5

Rights of Mother

1.General Rights of Existence.

The Quran says.

Wa lahunna mislul lazee 'alaihinna bilma'roof;

“And for women are rights over men, similar to those of men over women.”*

About fourteen hundred years ago Prophet Hazrat Mohammad (Peace be upon him) declared the
right of women during his final sermon at the time of farewell Hajj (Pilgrimage) on 9" of Dhul
Hijjah 10" A.H. corresponding to 6™ March 632 A.D. in the Uranah Valley of Mount Arafat.

“Fear Allah concerning women. Verily you have taken them on the security of Allah, and

intercourse with them has been made lawful unto you by words of Allah. Y ou too have right

! Quran 2:228 SuraAl-Bagara, Ayat No 228
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over them and that they should not allow anyone to sit on your bed whom you do not like
.But if they do that ,you can chastise them but not severely. Their rights upon you are that

you should provide them with food and clothing in afitting manner.”?

Islam dispelled the false idea that men are superior to women. The Quran emphasises that
differences of race, tribe, sex and nationality do not disturb the fundamental equality of mankind.

“Yasa ayyuhan naasu innaa khalagnaakum min zakarinw wa unsaa wa jaanaakum
shu'oobanw wa gabaadila litaaarafoo inna akramakum ‘indal laahi atgaakum innal laaha
‘Aleemun khabeer.”

“Oh mankind ! Surely We have created you from a male and a female and We have made
you into tribes and families that you may know and recognise each other, Verily the most
honourable among you in the sight of Allah is he who is the most righteous among you
Surely Allah is All-knowing, All- Aware”.?

Allah the Almighty treats and judges all human being irrespective of gender fairly and
equitably. Allah emphasises just treatment and reward to both men and women in different

verses of the holy Quran.
Allah saysin Quran.

“Waadal laahul mu' mineena walmu'minaati Jannaatin tajree min tahtihal anhaaru
khaalideena feehaa wa masaakina taiyibatan fee Jannnaati 'adn; wa ridwaanum minal laahi
akbar; zaalika hual fawzul ‘azeem”

“Allah has promised to the believers, men and women, gardens under which rivers flow, to

dwell therein, and beautiful mansions in the gardens of everlasting bliss”.*
The Quran says in another place,
“Aannee laaa Udee'u 'amala 'aamilim minkum min zakarin aw unsaa badukum mim badin.”

“Never will | allow the loss of the work of any worker amongst you male or female, ,you are

of one another” .°

In another verses of the Quran Allah declares reward for both men and women.

2 Mishkatul Masabih, Kitabul Manasaik Fi Qissate Hajjatil Wada, p.225.
% Quran:49:13, Sura Al-Hujarat Ayat No 13

* Quran 9:72 Sura At- Tauba Ayat No 72

® Quran 3:195 SuraAae Imran Ayat No 195
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“Innal muslimeena wal muslimaati wal mu'mineena wal mu'minaati walgaaniteena
walgaanitaati wassaadigeena wassaadigaati wassaabireena wassaabiraati walkhaashi'eena
walkhaashi'aati walmutasaddigeena walmutasaddigaati wassaadimeena wassaaaimaati
walhaafizeena furoojahum walhaafizaati waz zaakireenal laaha kaseeranw waz zaakiraati
aaddal laahu lahum maghfiratanw wa ajran ‘azeemaa.”

“Surely the men who submit and the women who submit, and the believing men and
believing women, and the obedient men and obedient women and the truthful men and the
truthful women and the patient men and the patient women and the humble men and humble
women...Allah has prepared for them forgiveness and a great reward”.®

From these verses it is proved that I1slam does not differentiate between genders, male and
female in rewarding any person. Islam does not promise to reward any person based upon

gender rather Islam believesin reward according to one’s action not one’s gender.

In Arabia Indeed this was a new phenomenon. The Arabs of that time were unfamiliar with
this new concept; they had been neglecting and abusing women generations after
generations. Suddenly they were being asked to treat them with kindness and generosity but
also with respect and as equals. 1slam gave due regard and respect to women from its very
inception. In order to do thisthe Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) himself led the way to set
the example by giving women their due rights and be treated as equals. On numerous
occasions he acted in a manner solely to elevate women and show to his companions the
dignity of womanhood. A notable incident is the role that his wife Sayyadatona Hazrat
Khadija (R), played in the history of Islam. She is famous in Islamic history for being the
first woman to convert to Islam, but in fact she was the first person, male or female to accept
|slam and the Prophet hood of Muhammad (Peace be upon him) ’

When the Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) received divine revelation (Wahi) for the first
time, perhaps it would have been more natural for him to seek advice and consolation from a
male like his best friend Hazrat Abu Bakr (R), and his uncle Hazrat Amir Hamza (R) or
others as opposed to a woman his wife Hazrat Khadija (R). Since the Arab society was a
patriarchal one, where males dominated every walk of life, or an Arab man it would have
been much more natural to seek counsel with a man than a woman. However the Holy
Prophet (Peace be upon him) chose to return to his wife Hazrat Khadija (R), and seek her

® Quran : 33:35 SuraAl-Ahzab Ayat No 35
" Al-lkmal fi Asmair Rijal ,Shaikh Waliuddin,Abu Abdullah,Mohammad bin Abdullah Al-Khatib Al Tabrizi p.9
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advice. He did so to show and teach the people the importance of women. Of course he was
in no need to do 0, being aware of all matters, but he did so to set an example for the rest of

mankind and to teach them how to show respect and importance to women.

So when the Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) received the first divine revelation from
Almighty Allah, he was naturally surprised and shocked and returned immediately home to
consult his wife Hazrat Khadija. Holy Prophet told Khadija everything that had happened and
said, “I fear that something may happen to me”. Khadija replied “Never | By Allah, Allah
will never disgrace you. You keep good relations with your kith and kin, help the poor and
destitute, serve your guests generously and assist the deserving calamity afflicted ones”. She
reassured the Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him), stating since he had never done awrong in
his life anything that could happen to him could only be the truth and right. ® It can be
described as the first speech in Islamic history.

Thus from the very inception of 1slam, women have played a pivotal role from its birth to its

expansion.

In the age of ignorance people buried their female children ( daughters ) alive. The Quran

strictly forbade the practice and declared it a heinous crime.

Wa laa tagtulooo awlaadakum khashyata imlaag; nahnu narzuquhum wa iyyaakum; inna
gatlahum kaana khitan kabeeraa

“Do not kill your children (Male or Female) for fear of poverty. It is We who provide for

them and for you. Surely the killing of them is a great sin”.°

The Qur’an also criticizes those who lament when a baby girl is born..
“Wa izaa bushshira ahaduhum bil unsaa zalla wajhuhoo muswaddanw wa huwa kazeem.

Y atawaaraa minal gawmim in soo0'i maa bushshira bih; a-yumsikuhoo ‘alaa hoonin am

yadussuhoo fit turaab; alaa saaa'a maa yahkumoon”

"When news is brought to one of them, of (the Birth of) afemale (child), his face darkens and
he is filled with inward grief! With shame does he hide himself from his people because of
the bad news he has had! Shall he retain her on (sufferance) and contempt, or bury her in the
dust? Ah! What an evil (choice) they decide on?'*°

8 sahih Bukhari Sharif Kitabul Wahi,p.03
° Quran:17:31 Sura Bani |sraeel Ayat No 31
1% Quran 16: 58-59 Sura Annaha Ayat No 58,59
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Surah Takwir once again criticised this act of age of ignorance in other words so Quran says.
Waizal maw'oodatu su'ilat Bi ayyi zambin qutilat
“And when the girl child buried alive is questioned about, For what crime was she killed”?**

Hazrat Mohammad (peace be upon him) said, “Any one who has two daughters and did not
bury them ,did not insult them and brought them up properly ,he and | will enter paradise

like these two fingers “holding his two fingers close together”.*

Once upon a time the Prophet Hazrat Mohammad (Peace be upon him) was sitting together
with a companion. A son of the companion came to that companion. The companion kissed
his son and put him on his lap. Then his daughter came and he just sat her by his side. The

Prophet Hazrat Mohammad (Peace be upon him) told the man “You did not do justice”

Whenever the Prophet’s most beloved daughter Hazrat Fatimah (R) came to him in his room

,he stood up, kissed her hand and let her sit in his own place where he had been sitting. *
Hazrat Aisha narrated that Hazrat Mohammad never beat any servant nor any woman.™*

Isam sees the birth of a girl as a time to rejoicing and in celebration of womanhood, those
who treat their daughters with kindness and respect, are guaranteed paradise, a privilege
mentioned only in the context of females. Hazrat Ibne Abbas (R) narrated that the holy
Prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him) said;

"Whosoever has a daughter and he does not bury her alive, does not insult her, and does not

favour his son over her, God will enter him into Paradise." *°

Hazrat Abu Saeed Khudri (R) narrated that Hazrat prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him
said.
"One who brings up three daughters, teaches them good manners and morals, and arranges

their marriages and treats them with fairness, deserves to be ushered into Paradise"'®

" Quran:81: 8& 9 SuraAt- Takwir, Ayat No8 & 9

2 Tirmizi Sharif,Part I, Abwabur Bir Wassilah,p.14

3 Mustadrik, AlHakim,Part 111,154

4 Sunan Abu Dawud,Part 11, Kitabul Adab,304

> Musnad Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal,Hadith N0.1957,p.162.Darus Salam Lin Nashr Wattozi,Riyaz, Saudi
Arabia. February 2013

16 Synan Abu-Dawud, Part 11, Kitab-al-Adab ,p.344,345

Dr. Syed Mustafa Murshed Jamal Shah Al-Quadri Page 83




VOLUME 9 ISSUE 6 DECEMBER 2020 EXCELLENCE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF EDUCATION AND RESEARCH 2349-8838

2. Right to Education and Equal Right to acquire K nowledge:

Islam gives equal rights to both men and women to acquire knowledge. The prophet
Mohammad (Peace be upon him) said. “Education is compulsory for every Muslim.” *'
Many great female Muslim scholars flourished from the family of the prophet itself. Among
them most prominent was Hazrat Aisha the wife of the prophet who has narrated 2210
Hadiths (Prophetic traditions) and from whom almost a quarter of the Islamic laws has been

adopted and transmitted.

The prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him) emphasised to teach and educate the women.
In one of his Hadith the prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him) said.

Any man who has a slave girl whom he educates properly, teaches good manners, manumits
and marries her, will get a double reward. *®

3. Marriage Rights or Equal Right to Choose a Husband:

Islam has given the women the right to choose a spouse at their will as well as the right to

keep their original family name even after marriage.

Women have right to choose their husband. We cannot marry nor ask to get marry any lady
either widow or virgin to anyone without her permission. Famous companion of the Prophet
Mohammad (Peace be upon him) narrated that Prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him)
said.

“A matron should not be given in marriage except after consulting her, and a virgin should
not be given in marriage except after her permission” . The people asked, “O Allah’s
Apostlel  How can we know her permission?” He said , “Her silence (indicates her

permission)”.*

Islam does not allow forceful marriage at all. I1f someone gives marriage of his daughter with

someone forcefully, the marriage will be invalid.

Imam Bukhari narrates a Hadith that Khizam the father of Khansa Al Ansaria married her
daughter Khansa while she was a matron (TAYYABA).She disliked this marriage so she
came to the Prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him) and complained about it. Hazrat

7 Mishkatul Masabih,Kitabul llm,p.34
18 Sahih Bukahri Sharif, Part 11 Kitabun Nikah p.761
19 Bukahri Sharif, Part Il Kitabun Nikah p.771
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Mohammad (Peace be upon him) cancelled and annulled her Nikah (Marriage) and declared
that marriage invalid®

Hazrat Abu Dawud narrates a Hadith from Hazrat 1bne Abbas that a virgin grown up girl
came to the Prophet of Allah and narrated that her father had given her in marriage to a
person whom she disliked. The Prophet gave her option.*

It is proved from the abovementioned traditions that woman who contracts a marriage, and
not her father or guardian, has the final choice in the matter of marriage. These traditions also
give therights to the women to repudiate a marriage forced on them through direct or indirect

pressure.

Y ou cannot give marriage of any girl without her consent. Rather consent and approval of the
girl to marriage is a prerequisite for the validity of the marriage. The girl has the right to say

yes or no. She has the right to accept the marriage or reject it

Hazrat Mohammad (Peace be upon him) always advised his followers to behave kindly
towards their women. Hazrat Abu Huraira (R) narrated from Hazrat Mohammad (Peace be
upon him) that Hazrat Mohammad (Peace be upon him) said.

“Whoever believes in Allah Ta’ala and the Last Day (Day of Judgement) should not hurt
(trouble) his neighbours. And | advise you to take care of the women, for they are created
from arib and the most crooked portion of therib is its upper part; if you try to straighten it,
it will break, and if you leave it, it will remain crooked, so | urge you to take care of the

22
women”

Islam gives importance both of men and women of the family for co-operative activities to
build up healthy, wealthy, educated, dynamic, rational and cultured family and ultimately all
these activities shall positively bring integrity and peace in the society and the country as a

whole.

Islam declares that the man is responsible for the financial improvement and well being of
the family while the woman is responsible for the family’s physical, educational and
emotional welfare of the family. This encourages co-operation between man and woman. It

does not create any competition between them. If they fulfil their responsibilities, it will lead

2 Bukahri Sharif, Part 11 Kitabun Nikah pp. 771,772
2 gynan Abu Dawud,p.211
2 Bukahri Sharif, Kitabun Nikah p.770/
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to create a strong family and then the strong society. Neither woman nor man can live a
happy life without one another ’s co-operation and understanding.

The Quran says.
“Hunna libaasullakum Wa antum libaasullahunn”
“They are garment (clothing) for you and you are garment (clothing) for them.®

So in order to ensure the healthy functioning of family Islam  divides responsibility and
sets out specific roles for women.

“Walwaa lidaatu yurdi'na awlaada hunna hawlaini kaamilaini liman araada ai yutimmar

radaaiah; wa 'alalmawloodi lahoo rizquhunna wa kiswatuhunna bilma'roof;”

"The Mothers shall wean their children for two years (that is) for those parents who desire to
complete the term of suckling, but the father of the child will bear the cost of the mother’s

food and clothing, on areasonable basis'®*. Again the Quran says.

Arrijaalu gawwaamoona 'alan nisaaali bimaa fad dalallaahu ba'dahum 'alaa ba'dinw

"Men are the protectors and maintainers of women"%

The following tradition of the Prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him) shows the status of
women enjoyed by them regarding the authority of men and women in their respective

spheres.

Man is ruler in his home. He will be held responsible for the conduct of his dependents, and
woman is the ruler in her husband’s home. She will also be responsible for the conduct of

her dependents.®

It is proved from this tradition that wife is co-equal of her husband in home affairs. Wife is
also responsible for the conduct of domestic affairs like his counterpart. Husband is given a
mere degree of superiority regarding total welfare of the family because two co-ordinate
authorities with equal powers are likely to lead to clashes and conflicts which may destroy

the balance and poise of family life.

% Quran:2:187 SuraAl-BagaraAyat No 187
#Quran 2:233 SuraAl-Bagara Ayat No 233
%Quran 4:34 Sura An-Nesa Ayat No 34

% Sahih Bukhari Part 11, KItabun Nikah 783
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Love and Mercy towards spouse:

Hazrat Mohammad (Peace be upon him) emphasized men to behave towards their spouse
friendly and in the best manner and as such the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said.

“The best of you are those who are best in treatment to their wives.”?’

The Quran says.

“Wa min Aayaatiheee an khalaga lakum min anfusikum azwagjal litaskunooo ilaihaa wa
jadala bainakum mawad datanw wa rahmah; inna fee zaalika la Aayaatil ligawminy
yatafakkaroon”

“And among his signsis that He created for you wives amongst yourself that you may dwell
in tranquillity with them, and he has put love and mercy between your (hearts).Surely in this

are signs for people who reflect.”?®

Once upon a time Hazrat Aisha was asked how the prophet behaved while he was staying in
his home. She said. “He was like one of you at home, yet he was most lenient and most
generous... He was ready to give helping hand to his wives in the daily work of the house. He

sewed his own clothes and mended his own shoes”.

Hazrat Mohammad ((Peace be upon him) loved his wife Hazrat Khadija from the core of his
heart. He loved her not only in her life time even after her death. He always remembered her
and as aresult whenever he slaughtered a goat, he sent meat to the friends of Hazrat Khadija

for her memory.?

There are several Hadiths which underline Prophet Mohammad’s (Peace be upon him) deep,
respect and regards to women with fair and noble intention for healthy, wealthy, cultured and
educated family life for the present and for the days to come. Thisistruly what we follow

“Live and Let Live” for better integrity, peace and tranquillity of the society.

The Prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him) said.

“The whole world is to be enjoyed, but the best thing in the world is good woman”.*°

The Prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him) again said.

" Mishkatul Masabih p.282 & Tirmizi,Part I, Abwabur Raza ,p.138
% Quran 30:21 SuraAr-Room Ayat No 21

% Mishkatul Masabih,Babo Managebe Azwajin Nabi, p 573

%0 sghih Mudlim,Part 1X,Kitabur Raza,p.56
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The most perfect in faith amongst believers is he who is best in manner and kindest to his
wife. * In another Hadith of the Holy Prophet (saw) he states:

"Only a man of noble character will honour women, and only a man of base intentions will

dishonour them"*?

"The most perfect man in religion is one who excels in character. The best amongst you is he

who gives the best treatment to his womenfolk"*

Men are also asked to overlook any faults a woman may have encouraging kindness and
gentleness towards them. The Holy Prophet sated:

"No believing man should hate a believing woman, since if there is any habit of hers that

displease him, there will be some other habit that will please him"**

Hakim bin Muaweiya narrated from his father that he said that we said “Oh the Prophet
Hazrat Mohammad (Peace be upon him) of Allah What is the right of wife upon his husband,
then the Prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him) said “you should feed her, when you edt,
and wear him when you wear and do not strike upon her face, and do not abuse her and do

not leave except in your house”*®

Thus to respect and honour women and treat them with equality is linked to a Muslim’s faith
since he will be rewarded in the Hereafter for his dealings.

4. Economic Rights of Women and Right to Property and Inheritance.

Islam has clearly declared and established the economic right of the women about more than
1400 years ago.

The Quran says
“Lirrijaali naseebum mim mak tasaboo wa linnisaaai naseebum mim mak tasabna;”

“Whatever men earn, they have a share of that and whatever women earn they have a share in
that *°

Then again Quran says.

# Tirmizi Sharif,Part 1,Abwabur Raza, p.138

% Kanz-ul-amd 16:

3 Sghih Thirmidhi, Abwab ar-Rada,Part 1,p.138 & Mishkatul Masabih,Kitabun Nikah,p 282
3 Sghih Mudim, Part |X, Kita bar-Rada,p.58 & Mishkatul Masabih,Kitabun Nikah,p 280

% Mishkatul Masabih, Kitabun Nikah,p 281

% Quran:4:32 SuraAn-Nesa, Ayat No 32
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Lirrijaali naseebum mimmaa tarakal waalidaani wal agraboona wa lin nisaaai naseebum
mimmaa tarakal waalidaani wal agraboona mimmaa galla minhu aw kasur; naseebam
mafroodaa

“For men is a share of that which parents and near relations leave, and for women is a share
of that which parents and near relations leave, whether it be little or much- a determined

mare”. 37

According to Islamic laws if the women owned any property prior to marriage, she retains
that property under her direct control even after marriage.

If the woman earns anything during her marital life , she does not need to spend even one
penny of that income on the household. It is entirely hers. If a woman becomes widow,
divorcee and she has children, she is entitled to get child support.

The woman on the other hand, in exchange for looking after the house and family, is given
the right to be fully maintained by her husband or male member of the household, alleviating
any financial responsibility from her. If she chooses to work, she can do so, or she can
decline, even if her family is in desperate need since it is her husband’s primary duty to care
for her. If she chooses to work she can keep her income for herself and if she chooses to
gpend it on her family, she will be doing that to favour her family , as opposed to the

husband who is in duty bound to do the same.
The Quran again says.

“Y ooseekumul laahu feee awlaadikum liz zakari mislu hazzil unsayayn; fa in kunna nisaaa'an

fawqas nataini falahunna sulusaa maa tarakawain kaanat waahidatan falahan nisf;”

“Allah commands you concerning your children, a male shall have as much as the share of
two females, but if there be females only, numbering more than two, then they shall have two

thirds of what the deceased leaves, and if there be one, she shall have the half’ » 38

Prophet Mohammad(Peace be upon Him) emphasised and asserted to the male members of
the family to take care of their counterparts (Wives) and their family and declared it as a
Sadga so the Prophet Mohammad(Peace be upon Him) said. “When a Muslim spends money

3 Quran: 4:7, SuraAn-Nesa, Ayat No 7
% Quran:4: 11 SuraAn-NesaAyat No 11
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on his family , intending to receive Allah’s reward,it is regarded as Sadaqa for him. (He will

get the reward of Sadga for spending money upon his family.) *

5. Rights of M other: The rights of mother is most high in Islam. Prophet Hazrat Mohammad

(Peace be upon him) said. “Paradise is at the feet of the mothers”. Prophet Hazrat
Mohammad (Peace be upon him) said, “I command you to be kind and considerate to
women. In an another Hadith Prophet Hazrat Mohammad (Peace be upon him) said. It isonly
the generous in character who is good to women,and only the evil one who insults them.

Islam gives honour to the mothers and raises their status, positions and rank high.
Quran recites.

“Wa wassainal insaana biwaalidaihi ihsaanan hamalathu ummuhoo kurhanw-wa wada'athu

kurhanw wa hamluhoo wa fisaaluhoo salaasoona shahraa; .”

“And we have enjoined on man to be dutiful and kind to his parents. His mother bears him

with hardship and she brings him forth with hardship”.40

In another place of Quran the Almighty Allah commands the believers to behave with

kindness towards mother and father. So Allah says in Quran.

“Wa gadaa Rabbuka allaa tabudooo illaaa iyyaahu wa bilwaalidaini ihsaanaa; immaa
yablughanna 'indakal kibara aw haduhumaaa aw kilaahumaa falaa tagul lahumaaa uffinw wa

laa tanharhumaa wa qullahumaa gawlan kareemaa

Wakhfid lahumaa janaahaz zulli minar rahmati wa qur Rabbir hamhumaa kamaa rabbayaanee
sagheera.”

“Thy Lord has commanded “Worship none but Him and show kindness to parents.(Mother
and Father).If one of them or both of them attain old age with thee, never say unto them any
word expressive of disgust nor reproach them, but address them with excellent speech. And
lower to them the wing of humility out of tenderness. And say “My lord have mercy on them

even as they nourished me in my childhood. +*

%9gahih Bukhari Sharif, Part 11 Kitabun Nafagat, p.805
“0 Quran: 46: 15 Surah Al- Ahgaf Ayat No 15
I Quran:17: 23& 24 Surah Bani Israed , Ayat No 23 & 24
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However |slam appreciates the role of the mother, values it above all other rolesin society. A
mother is bestowed with high status, privileges and children and adults alike are asked to
respect and value what she does.

One of the famous companion of the prophet Hazrat Abu Huraira narrated that one day a man
came to the prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him) and asked him “Who among people is
most deserving of my good treatment” Prophet (Peace be upon him) replied “your mother”.
The man asked again “Who among people is most deserving of my good treatment” He said
“Your mother”.Then again the said man asked “Who among people is most deserving of my
good treatment” He said your mother and the fourth time he said “Your father and then your
near relatives, your near relatives.” From this prophetic tradition it is proved how much
Islam gives the importance to the mother.

One of the companion of Prophet Mohammad narrated that one day | was sitting with the
Prophet Hazrat Mohammad ,a woman came to him, then the Prophet Mohammad (due to her
respect) spread his robe and asked her to sit onit, She sat on it when she went, it was said that
this woman has breastfed the Prophet Mohammad® .(She was Prophet’s suckling mother
(Breast feeding mother Hazrat Halima).

From this Hadith it is proved that Hazrat Mohammad respects not only his mother but also

he respects his suckling mother Hazrat Halima.

Respect to women Islam has given due regard and respect to women for her femininity.

Though a woman must pray daily as men must do, she is exempted from this if she ison her
menstrual cycle. It is mandatory for Muslim men to attend the Friday prayer, but for women
this obligation has been relaxed and made optional for her. She also does not have to fast
during her menstrual cycle, and is also exempted from keeping the fasts during pregnancy
and whilst suckling her child if she or her child isat risk. Thus awoman is given leniency in

this regard, having due regard and respect to her femininity.

During the age of ignorance women were regarded shameful, female babies were buried alive,
inheritance was not allowed for the females and oppression upon the females was widespread.
Islam came and the Prophet Hazrat Mohammad (Peace be upon him) abolished all these wrong,
sinful and inhuman practices.Hazrat Prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him) said Rahman

“2 Sghih Bukhari,Part 11,Kitabul Adab,p.883
* Tirmizi Sharif. Part | Abwabur Raza,p.138
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(Allah the Almighty) does mercy to those who do mercy to others. You should do mercy upon

those who are on the earth, Who is in the sky will show mercy towards you.**

Islam and its prophet Hazrat Mohammad (Peace be upon him) regards women as precious
and valuable.

So Allah the Almighty declared Prophet Hazrat Mohammad (Peace be upon him )as merciful
for all the universe irrespective of gender, caste, creed, religion, community and colour. So |

conclude with the verse of the Holy Quran.

“Wa Maa Arsalnaka | lla Rahmatal Lil A’alamin”

“l have sent you (Oh Prophet Mohammad) as a merciful for all the Universe” ,

95 45
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Syedona Hazrat Mohammad Mustafa ( Peace be upon him) was the best and
greatest of all the prophets of God who were sent in this world to guide the people.
He led them to Siratul Mustaqim (the straight path) so that they may lead a pious
happy and peaceful life.Islam was completed with our Prophet.He placed a complete
programme of life before his followers in the shape of the holy Quran and Hadith.
After him no prophet has been sent or will be sent in future by God.But the God
loving personalities and saints have always been appearing in each country and in

holy Prophet each nation to revive Islam ,the religion brought by the
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About the fifth century of the Hijri (11th CenturyA.D.) the essential principles of
Islam were almost extinct.New acts with new doctrines began to spread . At this time
Syedona Hazrat Shaikh Abdul Qadir Jilanipopularly known as Ghousul Azam
Dasategir was born in Jilan,a town near Baghdad on the 1st Ramadhan 470 A.H. He
was a great moralist, a great doctor of law and above all the greatest of all saints. The
interesting events of his life are much instructive as his life contains those strange
realities of human life which appeal to the human mind and are instructive to the

understanding of human nature.™
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Even today the descendants of Syedona Hazrat Ghousul Azam bear the torch which
was lit by him.In Calcutta His Holiness Syedona Syed Shah Gholam Mustafa Hazrat
Alquadri of Darbar Sharif22,Mofidul Islam Lane,s the best example.Men and
women ,irrespective of caste,creed,religion and community come to seek light and

guidance from him and none of them goes away disappointed. X
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5 ed.jsa

ﬁh.stl‘ﬂﬁ_t- C— Egg.-ptiﬂn writer who won ihe Nobel l’lri:n:: for

Najib Mah 7 “.'JHH He was the first and only Arabic writer who
i 1I_.'l sture till now. He was born on L™ December
e August 2006at Agouza, Giza, Egypt.

died on 30" . ) Giza, Egypt
I Aq:]ar", sRgdubis™ and “Kilah Tiha™.

literature in IE:: :
¢ Nohle I'nze
woa the i. He

1912" In Cairo, Egypt- BE €000
His historical povels are EIIIJ; ALQahira al- Ja dida, “Zuqaq al Midagq®,

Sﬂlfial Hﬂnjisli;: :'l-nglli:;l;:‘ﬂ' irQnsrus Shﬂ“qﬂ .ul]lil “-.r‘fl's“kkri}'n"- Pﬂ!t

Trilogy I-}:Is“are u Awladu Haratena™, “Lisswal h':ilnh“ and Thaﬂharm

]r;ralur:: [:3*""_ There is no doubt that Najib Mahfuz s the greatest novelist
awi

af Arahic Literature.

Key Words:

Najib Mahfuz,“Abath  al A.qdar::, ;
(ahira al- Jadida™, “Zugag al Midagq” Trilogy “
“(asrus Shawg" and 4 A s-Sukkriya”, “Awladu Haratena

Introduction:
Mohammad Husayn Haylkal is the first original novelist in Egypt. He
wrote his famous novel “Zainab” in Paris between 1910-1911.The Egyptian

revolution took place in 1919 which produced a conducive and suitable

atmosphere for creative writing and during that period novel became a very
ry form. Many writers became specialised in this genre and

s“Radubis"*KifahTiba™," Al-
“Bainal Casrain”,

popular litera

IDifferent authors wrote different spelling of Majib Mahfuz. Famous Arabic writer of
Medern time lsmat Mahdi wrote the spelling as Najib Mahfuz in his book Moderin Arabic

Literatare. page Mo 189,
Some odher schalars wrote the spelling as Naguib Mahfouz
*The Nobel Prize is 3 set of annual international award bestowed in several categores by

Swedish and Norwegian institutions in recognition of outstanding work in physics
schemistry, physiology or medicine Jiterature, economics and the promotion of peace .18 was
first awarded in 1901,

*Same scholars wrote that he was born in 1911, Mohammad Yusuf Kokan wrate {bat be 08
born in 1913 in his book ,A’Alamun Nasr Was Shair, Fil ‘Aseil Arabi Al Haditk,
PpA29,430. But lsmat Mahdi wrote that he was born in 1912in his boak Moders Arabi
Literature, page Na 159

[19]



they imcorparated socinl and political issoes amd themes in their novels,
Crutstanding among (hemw wies Najib Mahfue.

Najils Mahlfurwas u worll Tamous  Egyption writer who won _thq:
Nobel 'rize for literature in the year 1985, He was the first Arabic writer
whis was 5o honoured. He was born on 1" December 1912 in Cairo, Egypt.
He was the youngest child of his parents among his four brothers and two
sisters. Wis father Alwlel Aziz Ibeahim was a middle class merchant who
lived in an arca called al-Jamaliyya in Cairo but in the year1924 his family
moved to an aren called  Abbasiyva, His mother’s name was Fatimah who
was the daughter of Mustafa Qasheesha, an Al-Azhar Sheikh. Najib at first
was admitted to Egyptian Kuttab (madrasah) and thereafier he started
studying in a modern secondary school. After completing his secondary
eduecation Najib Mahfuz compleied his graduation in Philosophy from
“The Egyptian University®” (later renamed “Cairo University™) in the year
1932. Najib discontinued the study of Master of Arts (M.A) in Fhilosophy
after having passed the 1" year of M.A. Thereafter Najib Mahfuz at first
worked in the Administrative Department of Cairo University from 1936 to
1939.Then again he worked in the Ministry of Waqf as a Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Waql, But actually he wanted to become a
professional writer and finally he started writing the literary topics so
confidently for accessing to his real career he deserved. He started his
literary writing career. He at first wrote some articles in “Al-Risala"™
magazine, He also wrote many short stories in Salama Musa's magazine
namely “The New Journal® but he became famous in novel writing. He
used to publish one novel in 8 vear and there is no douht that he was the
muost widely acclaimed novelist in the history of Modern Arabic literatu re.
Najib Mahfuz had 34 novels,350 short stories, dozens of movie seripts and
five plays to his credit during a long period of 70 years of his literary life.

Then he established himself as a giant galaxy in the history of Arabic
literature for all times.

His novels have been categorised into three sections,
1. Historical Novels about Egypt

2. Social Realistic Novels

3. Post- Realistic Novels,

His historieal novels include “Abath al Aqdar”, “Radubis” and

“Kifah Tiba", These novels are related to the political problems of Ezypt in
the nineteen thirties,

Historical Mavels:

“Abath al Agdar™*Abath al Aqdar”™( The game of fate) picturizes a
King of Egypt who always ignores his subjects and exploits them. But the
people of Egypt choose a son of a common man to rule over them and in the




. The novel describes )y,

il e -
e I:-I: of the 1R . o young king "':'"r""il"l l'_' '”';": with an
plin Wt sfntr}d 1Ir |‘|1l||l"‘“' Fiaally in Ilind dove with the gy
..HTI::‘M girl aamed -I.l:wn o Tittle Did mrlhh; ;,-m:::nl? i
n L . dx;
nllﬂ:;?1 :ﬂnll king “ﬂ?:::; [he snte. P WRS prabilished in
I‘Il:-a.-lt."“" o oy 212 o the perimi when Hyshos eaptures Fayng
e ifah 'l_'“r!h‘.l"hl"“-ll::;t him L iletlivone b, T owas I!“h"“lfll in
Ie all M
A nt It peel o
::“' I Alahfnz dechleld o w‘.-i.w l'“:‘ el direetly on the
Therealler 1’:31"; 1:_'.“ antd ol his gime, Thus he turned to writing
h:,“.‘ FiRL
tni‘hl F“"‘h
renlistic novels:

» i .I:"-l: ' : N

cocial Realistie Nove m|lu.lﬂ"="""1'u“1"im al- Jadida™ (New Cairn) is his
'.-\l*l.]:lllil'u‘ ﬂl" ". 1 “-“irll he “-r“lh: inn belween I".]:"H-I"]]'_.I h“t il was

listic NoOve ins with one Mahjub who takes admission

: - tory i _ - '
published in I'!'-!E.. fIII'-'-I :L':{'“:" studics. Buta few days hefore his examinatjop
into the unll_\:‘hl':lrl!lm:’l: il 1t creates a finuncial crisis in his family, Afe,
I'I..I.fhjl.lh"!i F :

: ree all the classmates of Mahjub go abroad fo,
ohtaining dgﬂ:ﬂﬂr&:;?:lu'f“g‘mt put enly Mahjub remains unemployed in hig
higher studie

gntry. One af these classmates tells him.
country.

ificati i dation? Are v
“Forgel ¥ palification. Do you have a recommen ? Are you
lated :-: :u::nﬂ“{:ni in power 7 Can you marry the daughter of 4
e

government official G e ‘ .

However quest of Mahjub for a job continues. He meets his o)y
friend Ikshidi who shows Mahjub the way fo earn money by unfair means,
However Mahjub gets an employment by using unfair means. The story
reaches a dramatic end when one day the mfc of Ma.hjuh’s boss enters
Mahjub's flat where she finds her husband with the wife of Mahjub. The
scandal becomes public and Mahjub resigns from his job and goes away 1o
the countryside far from the entanglements of “New Cairo.”

first Social Rea

“Zugag al Midaqq™: One of his famous novels is “Zugaq al

Midagq™. It picturizes the life style of the urban lower classes of Egypt
during World War Il.

Lugaq al Midagq begins with this lines:

‘ P
NajibMahfuz, Al-Qabira Al-Jadidg 4"ed.,Cairo, Egypt, 1962, p.67
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A whispeving here, u mittering there, Oh Godl, My Help .0 Provider, 0
Generous Dne. A quict death, O Gad, Al s in s Hands, Good evening all.
Come ou, it is time for entertuinment, Getup, Uncle Kamil and close the
shop, Change the water of the Hanokkal, Sanqur! Put the oven out, Ja'da '™

Najib Mahfuz skillfully draws the charact

er of Laita, the eripple-maker in
his Gvmons novel Lugug al Midng.
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“If you once saw Zaita, you would never again forget him for his starkly
simple appearance, He consists of a thin, black body and 1 black gown,
Black upon black were it not for the slits shining with a terrifving whiteness
which are his ¢ves. Zaita is not a negro ; he is an Egyptian brown skinned
in colour. Dirt mixed with the sweat of a lifetime has caked a thick layer of

black over his body and over his gown which alse was not originally black.
Black was the fate of everything in this hale alley.™

Post Realistic Novels:

Awladu Haratena: (Children of Our Alley) Awladu Haretena is

another novel by the renowned Egyptian writer and Nobel laureate Najib
Mahfuz. It is also kmown by Egyptian dialectal transliteration Awlad
Haretna, formal Arabic transliteration Awlaadu Haaratena and by the
alternative translated transliteral Arabic title of “Children of our Alley™, Tt
was also known as “Children of Gebelawi” and “Children of our
neighbourhood”™, For this novel he was awarded with “Nabel Prize™ by the
Royal Swedish Academy of Literature. It was originally published in Arabic
in 1959 in serialised form in the daily news paper*Al-Ahram”. It was met

*Najit Mahfuz, Zagaq al Midagq , 3** Edition, Cairn, 1957, pps-6

“Humdi As Sakhut, The Egypiian Novel and Its Main Trends from 19131932, American
Uiniversity Press, Calra, Egypt, 1971 |t1.,] 1%

"Najils Mahfuz, Zagag al Midagq , 3™ Edition, Calra, 1957 , ppéi-61
"Ismat Mahdi, Modern Arabic Literature, P.202

[22]
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an mn
s jsracl in the year 1949
book “Awlad o Haratena” into French
| of Netherland  in the

1.0, Schuman ranslated the |
: puhh‘shrd from Amsterdam the capita
ked history of the three monotheistic
lam allegorised against

Ahrahamic relig Hii}_‘ _urlll Is
the serting of an maginary 19" Century Cairine Alley.
Critics claimed that Gabalawai stands for God. Mahfuz rejects this,
sgving that he stood for a certain idea of God that men have made and
pothing can represent God. God is not like anything else. God is gigantic.
The first four sections retell in succession the stories of Adam and he was
favourcd hy Gabalawi over the latter's other sons including the eldest
Satans Iblis. In subsequent senerations the heroes relive the lives of Moses
(Gabal) Jesus (Rifa'a) And Muhammad (Qasim).The followers of each hero
Christianity And

settle in different parts of the Alley, symbolizing Judaism,
[slam. The protagonist of the book's fifth section is Arafa who symbolizes

modern science and comes after the prophet while all of their followers

vea r1965
tes the interlin

The story recred lint
ions J udaism, © hiristia

claim Arafa as one of their own.
The bookends after the murder of Arafa with his friend searching in

:D mhbhh‘ heap for the book in which Arafa wrote his secrets. Feople say
ppression must cease as nights yield to day .We shall see the end of

tyranny and the dawn of miracles,

" kn':::.t“ﬁ:‘i!dhrﬂ; nf‘Eehn.:Iaawi is also known as one of Mahfouz's ever
Gebelawi built ; t picturizes the patriarch Gebelawi and his children.
mansion in an oasis in the middle of the barren desert.
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an, A’ Alamun Nasr Was Shair, Fil *Asril Arabi Al Hadith, 3"
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afeza, Littaba'ate Wan Nashr, Madras 1984, pp.429,430
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Later on his state beeomes (he scene of the family fewd which continues for
penevations, The ook was hanned thraugh- aut Arab World cxcept in
Lebomon andil 2006 when it was firsi puhlished in Egypl. The book was
I-.mhl'lrih“-l hecanse ol s alleged hlasphemy through the allegorical

portrayal of God and the monotheistic Abrahamic faiths of Judaism,
Christianity and Isham,

The publication of Awlidu Waratena revived the controversy . Najih
Muhluz was given police protection but in 1994 an extremist attacked the 82
year olil novelist by stabbing him in the neck outside his Cairo home, He
fortunately survived but he was severely affected and the nerves of his right
upper imb were damaged . After this accident Mahfuz was unable to write
for more than a few minutes a day and consequently produced fewer and
fewer works. After this attacks Mahfuz stayed in Cairo with his lawver
Nabil Mounir Habib. Mahfuz and Mounir would spend most of their time
in Mounir's office. Mahfouz used Mounir's library as a reference for most
of his bools. MahTuz stayed with Mounir until his death in 2006.

The great Islamic rescarcher and scholar Anwar al Jundi'' says
about “Awladu Haratena™

Slallad al S ad i | gl Buta i 4wl gl Janeyiliogle 25550 i
) Bl Al § Dogdona i 36 1 Ligls Sellgy ] i i Bl 5 Bl
o s Slaates ug g mladiee liazal b pady sy plle 0k pege Batw Lapigay 08
Rk diaey goll 34 gad! hazg pllall § Juadl s s sl e g g e g Gl
Rillall Ayl § el il gy L3l 2y
“As far as the case of “Children of Our Alley™, it is a literary work. By
writing this story it was intended to serve and achieve the political goal. A
writer with Marxist or Leftist aspirations and ideologies was chosen ta
achieve the political goal. In fact long before this work in October
1930Najib Mahfuz wrote in the “New Magazine” which was publishedby
Salama Musa about a new world that new world is based on the dying
beliefs and birth of beliefs that Communism would overcome and destroy

other religions and establish justice in the world. This meaning is drawn by

the writer in the story of the “Children of Our Alley” and eventually the
story reached there®,"

" Anwar al Jundi who was born in 1916 a
literary critic known for his
Arab Muoslim writers,

" Anwar Al-Jundi, Kitbal * Asr TahtaZauil Istam, p.200
" Anwar Al-Jundi, Kitabal * Asr TahtaZauil Islam, p.200

[24]

el died in 2002 was an Egyptian journalist and
bibliographical reference works and monegraphs on individusa]
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different Tamilics in Cairo
gverthrew King
' Century

All these il

s gkriyya” depict 1he

Farouk. The trilegy
gt titudes an

One Ahmad Abd al Jawwaid, a me
me but heisa libertine out

strict disciplinarian at ho
and sings with his trader friends every evening and visits his mistress who is
a singing girl.
Bayn al Qasraym:
he Trilogy. It was published in

Bayn al Qasrayn is the first part of t

1956, [t picturizes a family who always obeys the father named Mr. Ahmad
Jawwad blindly but at the end his second son named Fahmi goes against the
(he revolution and he is ultimately Killed

wishes of his father and joins
while taking part in revolution. Mahfuz describes the death of Fahmi in his

own style.
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Lhila

“\";llll;t : ._-d:?rlr Bl;lt mt’h}r did the noise grow loud? Do you remember? Orwas
* Do you see? But where? Nothing Nothing execept darkness

within darkness.

Here another
e passage taken ,
below which is indicative ﬂfl‘lgl_ﬂ ey from “Bayn al Qasrayn

n is quoted

|.|1 it
Najib Mahfuz, Bayn al Qasrain, Cairo, 1956, p.516

BT o o [25]
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“The mother came carrying with her a large tray of food. She put it on the
top of the table and she retreated to the room wall, close to Juan and placed
a few on it and stood ready to meet the badge. There was a large oval plate
in the middle of the shiny copper tray filled with fried me dames with ghee
and eggs. At one end hot loaves of bread were piled high. On the other end

there were small plates full of cheese, lemon, pickled peppers, chilli, salt and
black pepper. The brothers were stirred by smell of food but they

maintained their stasis and patience igno ring the joyful sight that attracted
them as if it had not moved them.

At last Mr. Ahmad Jawwad extended his hand to the loaf, and ate it
and then sliced it while muttering “Eat Eat Oh my children” .The hands of
the children of Mr. Ahmad Jawwad were stretched out to the loaves in an
order that followed the age, first Yasin, then Zahim, then Kamal and they
accepted the food politely with their manners and modesty.™

“Qasr al Shawqis the second part of the Trilogy. Fahmi dies and his
father Abd al Jawad abstains himself from his pleasure and permits his wife

to go outside. Then he pays full attention to his youngest son Kamal who

symholizes the intellectual tensions of his generation. It was published in
1957.

“A-Sukkariya”is the third part of the Trilogy which is named after
the street where the eldest daughter of Abd al Jawad lives with her family.
Ahmad Abdul Jawad's grandson, Ahmad Shaukat prefers the intellectual
solution of the political problems which perplexed the older generation by
joining the communists. The other grandson becomes a member of the
Muslim Brotherhood (Ikwanul Muslemin). At last the authorities arrest

both the brothers simultancously and send them off to a concentration
camp.

It is the land mark in novel writing in Arabic,

*ENajib Mahfuz, Bayn al Qasrain, Calro, 1956, pp 23,24
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Shahhadh (1965), Thartharahfawg al Nil and Mir::mnr{_i!iﬁ‘f}.au of which
i epict Egyptian Socicty under Gamal Abdel Nasser’s regime.

Usine a newly cconomical language to provide dlﬂai!s of pln::a.: a‘nd
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Reside these novels, his other famous novels are “Afrah al Qubbah,”
set among several characters associated with a Cairo theatre company and
the structurally experimental Hadith al Sabah Wa —al-Masa which strings
together in alphabetical order dozens of character sketches. Najib Mahfuz's
all these over mentioned novels gained widespread acceptance in the Arabic

speaking world and brought the genre of Arabic novels to maturity within
Arabic literature.™

~ Najib Mahfuz was not only a world famous novelist but at the same
time he was well verse din short story as well. Mahfuz' achievement as a

“Hamdi A
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short story writer are demonsirag

. : Uin such collections as Dunlya Allah,
whieh wis published in 19632

“he Thae mmd 1he Fuliee”, puldishied in 1991 and “The Seventh

Heaven™, published in 2005 ure (e English translation of his eollection of

his stories. Mahfoz weste more (hyy 45 novels and short story collections, as

well as some seveen plays and severn| plays™ Asda al Sienh ol dhatiyyvah™
(1996} is a collection of parables and his sayings.

Style And Diction:

Salama Musa™ Taha Husaye™ and Abbas Mahmood Aggad™ had
made an impact upon him  and inspired him with their liberal ideas and
thoughts. Majib Mahfuz was regarded as one of the first contemporary

wrfers of Arabic literature, along with Taha Husayn, to explore themes of
existentinlism,

Najib Mahfuz set himself the task of tying together all these various

strands of the novelist's eraft by undertaking a systematic survey of the
themes and techniques of Western fiction, 2

Najib Mahfuz was well versed in panoramic and photographic

description and details of background. His characters are vivid and his
plots are true to life,

Majib Mahfuz uses classical language but he does not hesitate or
avoids colloquial  idioms. Humour alse occupies a large space in his
writing.

Mahfuzs® prose is characterized by the blunt expression of his ideas.
His written works cover a broad range of topics including socialism,
homosexuality and God. Writing about these subjects were prohibited in
Egypt. He described the development of his country in the 20™Century. His

*! Eneyelopacdia Britannica Micropaedia Ready Reference and Index, 15" Edition,p711

“Encyclopacdia Britannica, Micropaedia Ready Reference and Index, 15" Editionp.712

“Salama Musa was a famous Egyptian jowrnalist, writer, advocate of secularism and
ploneer of Arab socialism,, He was born in 1887 at Lagazig in Egypt and died on Auguast 4,
1958 at the age of 71 at Cairo in the capital of Egypt .Mis natable wark is Man af the Top of
Evolution ,

“Dr. Taha Husayn was famaus Egyptian writer and critic who was born on November
14,1889 and died on October 28,1973,

FAbbas Mahmud Aqqad was the chief leader of Diwan movement who was born in 1589
and died in 1964,

™ Roger Allen, An Introduction to Arabic Literature, University of
Cambridge,U. K.2000,p. 185
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Nobel Prize:

Nujib Malfur is the
received (he Nobel Prize in literature
the year 1988 majib Mahifuz was awurd
says shorily ufler petting (he Nobel Prize
* The pobel Privze has given me for the first time in my life the fecling  that
my lilerature could he appr:uintud on an international level. The Arab
world also won  the pobel with me. | believe that international doors have
been opencd and that from now literate people will consider Arab

literature also, We deserve {hat recopnition”.
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st and only Arahic writer il date who has
for his novel w A wlndo Haratena®, In
eil Nobel Prize in literature. Mahfuz
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Mahammed loja'a Abdel

Nupiyash.Hle was un Eg II: F!'::mlln Al-Magqash, Is often referred to simply a8 Raja'a Al-

septembier 1934 und Iﬁﬂ .;"“Hu.mﬂ“" critic, intellectual and journalist. He was born on iy

Mahfuz entitled *Sala n §" February 2008, He was very famous for his book on Majit
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i » Houston, Arameo Services Co ation, Mareh Apri 1988, Aram€?
s Company, Retrieved 11, 10.202
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Death:

Mahfuz Najil passed away on 30 August 2006 in Egypt at the age

ol 94,

Conclusion:

A the end T would conclude (hat any study or rescarch of Modern

Arabie Literature specially ihe siwdy or research of modern Arabie novel
would be incamplete without the study of Najib Mahfuz and his outstanding
novels beenuse lie was the greatest novelist of Arabie literature without any
doubt and dispuie,
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A Brief Study of the Life and Works of
Tawfiq Al Hakim

Dr. Syed Mustafa Murshed Jamal Shah Al-Quadri
Assistant Professor & Head of the Department of Arabic,
Maulana Azad College, Kolkata
sved.jsag/wemail.com

Abstract: Tawfiqg al Hakim was a prominent Egyptian writer. He was one
of the pioneers of Arabic novel and drama. He was born on 9™ October1898
in Alexandria, Egypt’ and died on 26" July 1987% in Cairo, Egypt. He had
more than fifty books to his credit but his most famous book is *Ahlul
Kahaf”. Although he wrote profusely on the various aspects and genre of

literature, he was the greatest playwright of Arabic Literature.

Key Words: “Ahlul Kahaf®, Shaharzad, Sirat O  Mohammad,
Pygmalion, Introduction:. The first writer who introduced Arabic Drama
was the Lebanese writer Marun al Naqqgash® who attempted a musical verse

play entitled al-Bakhil (The Mean Man).

However after the effort of Marun al Naqqgash to introduce Arabic drama
and to popularize the theatre , the Lebanese and Egyptians gradually started

to translate, adapt and stage plays. Pioneers in this field were Salim al

' Mohammad Yusul Kokan , A’Alamun Nasr Was Shair, Fil *Asril Arabi Al Hadith, 3
Part, Dare Hafeza, Littaba’ate Wan Nashr, Madras, Tamil Nadu, 1984.p.334
! Wazeh Rashid Al-Hasani An-Nadawi, A'alamul Adabil Arabi Fil “Asril Hadith , Darur

Rashid ,Lucknow,India, 2009

' Marun Al Nagqash who was born in 1817 and died in 1855 was a Sidon born Maronite
who produced the first theatre play texts in Arabie Language.
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Abstract: Tawfiq al Hakim was a prominent Egyptian writer, He was one
of the pioneers of Arabic novel and drama. He was born on 9" October1898
in Alexandria, Egypt’ and died on 26" July 19877 in Cairo, Egypt. He had
more than fifty books to his credit but his most famous book is “Ahlul
Kahaf”. Although he wrote profusely on the various aspects and genre of

literature, he was the greatest playwright of Arabic Literature.

Key Words: “Ahlul Kahaf’, Shaharzad, Sirat O  Mohammad,
Pygmalion, Introduction:. The first writer who introduced Arabic Drama

was the Lebanese writer Marun al Naggash® who attempted a musical verse

play entitled al-Bakhil (The Mean Man).

However after the effort of Marun al Nagqash to introduce Arabic drama
and to popularize the theatre , the Lebanese and Egyptians gradually started

to translate, adapt and stage plays. Pioneers in this field were Salim al

: Mohammad Yusuf Kokan , A’Alamun Nasr Was Shair, Fil *Asril Arabi Al Hadith, 3
rilrh Ddare Hafeza, Littaba'ate Wan Nashr, Madras, Tamil Nadu, 1984.p. 334

Wazeh Rashid Al-Hasani An-MNadawi, A*alamul Adabil Arabi Fil “Asril Hadith , Darur
Rashid ,Lucknow,lndia, 2009

* Marun Al Nagqash who was born in 1817 and died in 1855 was a Sidon born Maronite
who produced the first theatre play texts in Arabic Language.
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in the genre of novels and Mahmud Taymur in short story. Tawfiq 4

Hakim was the greatest playwright of Arabic.

Tawfiq al Hakim : Tawfiq Ismail al-Hakim was born on 9" October,
1898, in Alexandria, Egypt, to an Egyptian father and Turkish mother. His
father, a wealthy and illustrious civil officer, worked as a judge in the
judiciary in the village of al-Delnegat, in central Beheira province. His
mother was the daughter of a retired Turkish officer. Tawfiq al-Hakim
enrolled at the Damanhour primary school at the age of seven. He lefi
primary school in 1915 and his father put him in a public school in the
Beheira province, where Tawfiq al-Hakim finished secondary school

However, due to the lack of proper secondary schooling in this provinee,

* Salim Al Naggash was the nephew of Marun Al Nagqgash. He was also invelved in theatré
and formed a theatrical troupe.

* Adib Ishag was an important Syrian literary figure of nineteenth century Arab Nahda. He
was on 21" January1856at Damascus in Syria and died on 12 June 1885 at Cairo in EZP-
* Ibrahim al Ahdab was a Hanafi Shaykh of Lebanon wha is a distinguished representat®
of Arabic culture in the 19" Century. He was bornat Tripoli in 1827 A.D and diedat Beirt!
on 3" March 1591,

" Salim al Bustani, the son of Butrus al Bustani was the Lebanese Journalist and wrie” it
was born in 1848 A.D. and died in 1584 A.D.

Khalil Yazii, born in Beirut in 1856,was the youngest son of the famous poet N
;s‘n:u:f_n, He died atan early age in 1889 due to illness, eyl

Najib Mahfuz’ was an Egyptian writer who won the Nobel Prize’ for literature i ™ gy
I988. He was the first “{“i only Arabic writer who won the Noble Prize in Liter®!
now. He was horn on 11" December 1912° in Cairo, Egypt. He died on 30" Augsst
Agouza, Giza, Egypt ' a

10 , 3
Mahmud Taymur who was horn on 16" June 1894 and died on 25" August : it

fiction writer. He contributed to severy| .t short 107
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However, due to the lack of proper secondary schooling in this provinee,

* Salim Al Nagqash was the nephew of Marun Al Naqgash. He was also involved in theaire
and formed a theatrical troupe,

“Salim al Bustani, the 5on of Butru ‘ " -
5 al Busi; . nd wri
:\-:Ii born in |848 A.D, and died i 1884 ,.L]_}_iml wis the Lebanese Journalist 4

v:i';f’.”:f“".dii' born in Beirut in 1856, was the youngest son of the famous poet

§ ,#H-Jilil ,‘; 'Ih;.:d ft N early age in 1889 due to illness,

I‘::Fﬂﬁf. | ile :::'ft was an Egyptian writer who wan the Nobel Prize” for literature 5 IT
1¢ first and vnly Arabic writer who won the Noble Prize in L™

now. He was borg g . ; : th g gonst 2
ﬁﬂnwm Giza, Egypi December 1912" §, Cairn, Egypt, He died on 307 Aug! i
Mahmug Taymur wj , Tk
fiction writer, /, 4:unu':rlmJI *as born on 16" June 1894 and died on 25" Augus! fory o

buted g xp A horl §
of Arabic literature, 10 several Publications. He was the preatest shor

Naseel 1

el
o till

~ 40 ~



Tawfiq al-Hakim moved to Cairo with his unele to continue his studies at

Muhammad Ali Secondary School.

After studying in Cairo, he moved to Paris, where he graduated in law and
hegan preparing a Ph.0). thesis at the University of Sorbonne. However, his
attention turned increasingly to the Paris theatres and the Opera and, after
three years in Paris, he abandoned his studies and returned to Egypt in

1928, full of ideas for transforming Egyptian theatre,

When Hakim returned to Egypt, he began working as a Deputy Public
Prosccutor. He moved between Alexandria, Disuq, and Damanhur, major
provincial centers between 1928 and 1934. This experience inspired his novel
“Yawmivat Naib Fil Aryaf” (Memoirs of a country Prosecutor), published in

19371t was translated into Spanish, German, Swedish, and English

languages.

Hakim was viewed as something of a misogynist in his younger years, having
written a few misogynistic articles and remaining a bachelor for an
unusually long period of time. He was given the title (i.e. epithet) of 5l_all 3=
(‘Aduww al Mar'a), meaning "Enemy of Woman." However, he eventually
married in 1946 and had two children, a son and a daughter. His wife died in
1977.

After working in the Ministries of Education and Social Welfare in Cairo
Tawfiq al Hakim resigned from government service in 1943 and joined the
fewspaper “Akhbar al Yaum”. In 1951 he was appointed Director General
of Dar al Kutub. From 1954Tawfiq had been a member of the Arabic
Language Academy. In 1959 he was appointed Egypt's representative to

UNESCO in Paris, Later he was a member of the Board of Directors of Al
Ahram,
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is lifetime devoted to creative writing ,paﬂltu]aﬂy

Thereafter he began hi:
pecialized. He himself says abou

t his performance.

drama in which he s

“My attempt at writing plays is like a journey in different directions...like 4
traveler secking something, a man searching for his soul or an artist Working

1
or all of this and more”

on his art...

The art of al-Hakim consists of three types :

1- Biographical Dramas and Plays: The group of plays he wrote in his early

life in which he expressed his personal experience and attitudes towards life

were more than 40 plays among which were "Al-Arees", (The Groom) and

" Amama Shibbak al-Tazaker", (Before the Ticket Office). These plays were

more artistic because they were based on Al Hakim's personal opinion in

criticizing contemporary social life.
7- Intellectual Theatre: This dramatic style produced plays to be read oot

acted. Thus, he refused to call them plays and published them in separate

books.
Objective Theatre: Its aim is to contribute to the Egyptian society by fixing

some values of the society, exposing the realities of Egyptian life.

Style and Diction: Al-Hakim was able to understand nature and depict it in

a style which combines symbolism, reality and imagination. He mastered
narration, dialogue and selecting settings. While al-Hakim's earlier plays
rﬂlf

were all composed in the literary language, he was to conduct a pumbe

experiments with different levels of dramatic language. In the play:A*

Safgah (The Deal, 1956), for example - with its themes of land unnfﬁ”

and the exploitation of poor peasant farmers - he couched the dialogh® .
t

something he termed 'a third language', one that could be read as & e

.

" Tawfiq al Hakim, Preface, Masrah al Munaww.

s 4
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criticizing contemporary social life.
3- Intellectual Theatre: This dramatic style produced plays to be read no

acted. Thus, he refused to call them plays and published them in separat
books.

Objective Theatre: Its aim is to contribute to the Egyptian society by fixing
some values of the society, exposing the realities of Egyptian life,

Stvle and Diction: Al-Hakim was able to understand nature and depict it in
2 style which comhines symbolism, reality and imagination. He mastersd
narration, dialogue and selecting settings, While al-Hakim's earlier plays
were all composed in the literary language, he was to conduct a number of
experiments with different levels of dramatic language. In the pla. A
Safyah (The Deal, 1956), for example - with its themes of land ownershi?

and the exploitation of poor peasant farmers - he couched the dialogu i
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Tawfiy al Hakim, Preface, Masrah al Munaww
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the standard written language of literature, but that could also be performed
on stage in & way which, while not exactly the idiom of Egyptian Arabie, was
certainly comprehensible to a larger population than the literate elite of the
city. There is perhaps an irony in the fact that another of al-Hakim's plays of
the 1960s, Ya rali al-Shajarah (1962; The Tree Climber, 1966), was one of his
most successful works from this point of view, precisely because its use of the
literary language in the dialogue was a major contributor to the non-reality
of the atmosphere in this Theatre of the Absurd style involving extensive
passages of non-communication between husband and wife. Al-Hakim
continued to write plays during the 1960s, among the most popular of which
were Masir Sorsar (The Fate of a Cockroach, 1966) and Bank al-
Qalag (Anxiety Bank, 1967).

Daif al Thagqil: Tawfiq wrote his first play al “Daif al Thaqil” (The
Unwelcome Guest), a satire on the burning topic of British Occupation)
which was published in 1937.1

Audat al Shabab : Audat al Shabab (Back to youth) deals with the

conflict of man versus time. An old man is returned his youth, thanks to the
progress in medicine. Al Hakim discusses the problems arising from such a
change in man’s life. At last the hero of the drama prefers to go back to his
old age .

Pygmalion: Pygmalion was published in the year 1942.Pyemalion portrays
some of Hakim’s inner conflict. In Pygmalion the sculptor creates a beautiful
Statue of a woman named Galathea and falls in love with her beauty. He asks
the gods to breathe life into the statue. When his wish is granted, Pygmalion
marries Galathea, Due to his devotion to art, Pygmalion neglects Galathea
Who then falls in love with Narcissus and runs away with him. Galathea in

her flight with Narcissus seeks to establish that a woman loves a man and
I_-_-—-—-_

iz
Muhammaqd Mandur, Masrah Tawfigal Hakim, p 9
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hose only concern 18 art. Hakim also added two mqp,
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and Ismin hoth from
iman al Hakim shows

: rtist A
not just the a Greek mythology.

ters Narcissus . : :
characte that Sulaiman in spite of 4))

Sulaiman al Hakim: Sula +
win the love of the Queen of Sheba, Bilqujs

his wisdom and wealth cannot
errestrial Jinn to help. Sulaiman al Hakin

even though he calls the extra i
was published in 1943.

In 1945 Tawfiq al-Hakim wrotc a series of short plays for publication ip

newspaper article form. These plays were basically social plays dealing with
the problems of society and lives of individuals. These works were later
gathered together into two collections, “Masrah al-Mujtama’” (Theatre of
Society, 1950) and “al-Masrah al-Munawwa” (Theatre Miscellany, 1956),
The majority of them are short plays in one,two or three acts. The famous
full length plays include “Sirr al Muntahira, (The Suicide Girls Secret) and
Rasasa fil Qalb(A Bullet in the heart). The most memorable of these plays
is “Ughniyyat al-Mawt” (Death Song), a one-act play that with masterly
economy depicts the fraught atmosphere in Upper Egypt as a family awaits
the return of the eldest son, a student in Cairo, for him to carry out 3
murder in response to the expectations of a blood feud.

Tat,vﬁq al Hakim also wrote abstract plays which deal with themes of
universal rather than local interests. These plays are based on suppﬂgiﬁﬂﬂﬁ

posed by mythology or religion or by Hakim himself

Ahlul Kah 3
ahaf”, Shaharzad and Pygmalion are prominent among them.

Al Aydi Al Na'imah:
¥ a'imah: Tawfiq al-Hakim wrote “Al Avdi Al Na'imah" (Soft

Hands,) in the ve:
€ year 1954. “Al Aydi Al Na'imah” The 'soft hands' refers ¢

a prince of the fg : :
rmer royal family who finds gl

himself without a meanin

E]
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mat Mahdi, Modery Arahie LHr.:rulurl;‘ Rabi
T
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role in the MEW socicty, a position in which he is joined by a young academic
who has just finished writing a doctoral thesis on the vses of the Arabic
prﬂ]‘r“f*m"“ wiHatta”. The play explores in an amusing, yet rather ohviously
didactic fashion, the ways in which these two apparently useless individuals
s¢t about identifying roles for themselves in the new socialist context. This
play may be somewhat lacking in subtlety, it clearly illustrates in the context
of al-Hakim's development as a playwright the way in which he had
developed his technique in order to broach topics of contemporary interest,
not least through a closer linkage hetween the pacing of dialogue and actions
on stage. His play formed the basis of a popular Egyptian film by the same

name, starring A hmed Mazhar.

4] Sultan Al-Ha'ir: In 1960, al-Hakim wrote , Al Sultan Al-Ha'ir (The
Perplexed Sultan). The play explores in a most effective manner the issue of
the legitimating of power. A Mamluk sultan at the height of his power is
suddenly faced with the fact that he has never been manumitted and that he
is thus ineligible to be ruler.

A Bullet in the Heart (Rosasa Fil Qalb): A Bullet in the Heart (Rosasa Fil
Qalh) was released in Cairo theatres. The events revolve around Najib, who
has a dire financial situation, who falls in love with the girl Fifi at first sight
and does not know who she is, so he tells his friend, Dr. Sami, the story and
she is originally his friend’s fiancé. This play is one of the three plays of Al-
Hakim, in which the conclusion was open and unconvincing in that way, and
it was released in 1964 under the same name, starring Salah Zulfikar.

A two volume English translation of his collected plays was published in
the UNESCO Collection of Representative Works,

Women often occupied his thoughts but his attitude towards women became
increasingly hostile and he considered them dispensable inconveniences to

| et s o [ i
U artist’s creativity. This formed the pivotal theme of many plays of his. Al-
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disc), “Pygmalion” ete. Qo he was known as “Aduwal Mar'y» (The
Paradisc), "1}

14
Encmy of Women). ‘ |

In both the novels and dramas Tawfiq presents varying pictures of humg,,
n

life, penetrating deep into their circumstances. He rwi:als t:a:ir hidde,,
virtues and vices and shows an understanding of their emotions,

Tawfiq Hakim’s four major works Awdat al Ruh, (The Return of the Spirit),
Usfur min al Sharg( Bird from the East) Yawmiyat e Naib fil Aryaf and
Ribat al Mugaddas (The Sacred Bond)occupy and contain the theme of love,
marriage and sexuality in a segregated society. As many crities have
remarked each of these four novels contains a strong autobiographiey|
element, each being based on a different stage of the author's life and
reflecting experiences in a variety of social contexts. They thus provide ap
ideal backcloth for reflecting on the social, emotional and intellectys|
development of one of the most important of the twentieth century's

Egyptian men of letters™,

Ahlul Kahaf*: Tawfiq al Hakim glanced deeply to Greek tragedy and

realized that Greek playwrights adopted their topics of plays from the

religious sentiments and they tried to show the fighting between man and the
divine power of Almighty who controlled all the wo
fighting till the end of
Kahaf™

rld and picturised this
their dramas. Sp Tawfiq chose the story of “Ablul
which was mentioned in the Holy book Quran Sharif,

" fsmai Mahdi, Moderp Arabhic Lite rature, Rahij

Publishers,H vderaba d,India, 201 4,p.156

"* Love and Sexualji
. ¥ in Modery Arabic Liternt . Hilary
ff"lljslrmk,dasnu L-:: De Moor, Sagi uunks,u-ml:::a |'u%ﬂl:qusbf SR A
© and Sexuality in Modern Arabie Literai A ’
i 1 4 . L] E v r " [‘IlhI b
Kilpatrick, And Fg De Moor, Saqi Bogl led“;r;-,msd;:m by Roger Allen L
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The publication and performance of his play, “4h! al-Kahf" (The People of
(he Cave,) in the year 1933, was a significant event in Egyptian drama. The
story of "The People of the Cave' is found in the ecighteenth Surah of
(he Qur'an as well as in other sources. It concerns the tale of the seven
sleepers of Ephesus who, in order to escape the Roman persecution of
Christians, take refuge in a cave. They sleep for three hundred years, and
wake up in a completely different era - without realizing it, of course. In its
use of overarching themes - rebirth into a new world and a predilection for
returning to the past - al-Hakim's play obviously touches upon some of the
broad cultural topics that were of major concern to intellectuals at the time,
and, because of the play's obvious seriousness of purpose, most critics have
chosen to emphasize such features.

The central theme of Ahlul Kahaf is time and man’s fight against it. It also
deals with death and resurrection. Hakim portrays the conflict of three
persons awakening to life after a three hundred year’s sleep in a cave. In the
darkness of the cave, Yamlikha and the two ministers Marnush and
Mishliniyya whom he had conducted there for shelter, wake up after their
slumber .Yamlikha ventures forth to buy some food and discovers that three
centuries have elapsed since he and his companions had gone off to sleep. His
strange attire and the unfamiliar coins that he tries to use, cause suspicion;
and the populace follows him to the cave with torches and the scene ends in
ablaze of light. The tragedy of the situation dawns on Yamlikha with the

realization that though the sun is high up, it wends away from the cave and
sends no light or heat within."

17
Tawfigy) Hakim, AhlivlKahaf,p.24
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“This drama of Tawfiq Hakim is a new art
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and this is an incomparable and uneq
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successfully with the works o

In his book “Fusul Fil Adab wannagqd” Dr.

Ahlul Kahaf™ of Tawfiq Hakim.Taha Husayy
“Ah

claborately about the book

says that Tawfig al Hakim has invented a mew
as opencd a new door for t
in Arabic literature by the dint of his

art in Arabic by his (hjs
extraordinary book. He h he writers by his unique
story. In fact he has started a new cri

book. Taha Husayn does not hesitate to say that this
that people can describe it

is the first story written

in Arabic literature. Taha says that it is possible

as the first dramatic story in Arabic literature. This book of Tawfig al

Hakim has enriched the Arabic literature and this book of Arabic literature

has raised the position of Arabic literature and provided Arabic literature

with a chance to overcome the modern and ancient foreign literature.

Taha Husain says in Fusul fil Adab Wannaqd

) Gl g ok g3 Gl Al oan QIS b Blagan Wl o) g ALl Bl B0

O OS54 3 (o) ) A Cadag A g1 Ll JgB1 ) B a0 Y s e sl bt 1%
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Shaharzad: In the year 1934 Tawfiq al Hakim wrote his another dra®

Shaharzad in which he picturised the struggle between man and PE®

8 .
Dr. Taha Husayn was famous Egyptian writer and critic who was born on November

14,1889 and died on Oct i d
Arabic Literature, clober 28,1973, He was unofficially awarded the title of bet

9 4
i ?rilﬂf;uaqi Zaif, Al Adabul Arabi Al Muasir fi Misr p. 294 :
aha Husayn, Fusul fil Adab Wannaqd, Daryl Ma'arif, Cairo, Egypt 1969 2
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pecause its hero Shahriyar Killed his first wife and his slave when he saw her
wife in befween the two arms of the slaves Khasis. Then he swore that he
would marry a virgin girl everyday and then he would kill her taking the
revenge of treachery of women. He married the daughter of his minister
pamed Shaharzad. Shaharzad was very wise and intelligent girl. She used to
qarrate him an endless magical story every night so Shahriyar became
helpless to keep her alive for next night. In this way she passed one thousand
night with him.
Taha Husayn also praised the work of Tawfig Hakim saying
«] acknowledge that it is a new art of literary production in our modern
literature. Nobody overcome him. I do not say that it is the best example in
the dramatic story but I must say that it is an artistic, skilled, wonderful and
outstanding work of Tawfig Hakim. I do not criticize Tawfiq in this story as
I criticized him in the first edition of “Ahlul Kahaf? neither for disliked
linguistic mistakes nor for exaggeration and hyperbole he made in some
places. Perhaps he reviewed this story before its publication so he corrected
it grammatically and linguistically and when he reviewed the book, he
curtailed unnecessary things and added something which was necessary. So
it became an outstanding book of Arabic literature.
So Taha Husayn says in Fusul fil Adab Wannaqd.
oY g4l N G S B ol Cuaadl Ll A ) e da B gl JA) AaBSlgl G el
il Gy 1 g3 51 il s Bl paancil) (B I ¥) (i gl g o g A s b
TSRl ¢ Gl g 5 Gy 185 gl @y el 8 phan e 3 20 L1 g ) S0 e
3 S 5 5l Ll (e g Y (Y1 Anghall e 4380 L sl a3 e SO
TR U U g e Gl gl ) Y St gal) B G g AT e Y
H;"H'“j"‘“;'ﬁ.luihljw_;q;didﬁi e iand B Led Mol g e 13 gadll Al
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Wh al-Hakim produced another major and  highly FeVerg
en  al-

work, Shahrazad in the year 1934, it became very popular Among the
people.  While the title character is, of course, the famous Narrag,

the One Thousand and One Nighis collection, the scenario for this Play is 4o,

5t thy

§ ‘i'nfifp.-1
King Shahriyar abandons his previous ways and embarks on g j“lll'nu}- ih

after all the tales have been told. Now cured of his vicious anger agajy

female sex by the story-telling virtuosity of the woman who is now p;

quest of knowledge, only to discover himself caught in a dilemmg Whisg
focus is Shahrazad herself: through a linkage to the ancient Boddess, [5j

Shahrazad cmerges as the ultimate mystery, the soure

e of life ang
knowledge. Ev

en though the play is now considered one of his finest Works,
Taha Husayn,

o prominent Arab writer and one of the leading intellectyals
of the

then Egypt criticized some of its aspects, mainly that it ways nog

suitable for a theatrical performance. Later, in the year 1936 the two wrigers

“The Enchanted Castle (Al-Qasr al-Mashur),
in which both authors revisited some of the
play. When

wrote together a novel called

themes from al-Hakin's
the National Theatre Troupe was formed in Egypt in 1935, the

the Cave. The

for one thing, audiences seeme
unimpressed by g performance in which

Comparison with

first production thg it mounted was The Peaple of
performances WEre not g success;

the action on stage was so limited i

the more popular types of drama, It was such problems in
the realm of byt production apnd reception that seem to have led al-Hakim
Lo use some of his

Play-prefaces in order g develop the notion of his plays ®
'y works for reading rather than performance.

An example of Tawfiq Hakim®s writings from Shaharzad is quoted below:
L5
,um'f_hu...wumqﬁm;g..m I s ) ,ui‘-aﬁ‘f@"“mm,
H.U"’-.l Lo JS g gdi ol i 2
4 Tawfig al Hakim, Shitharzgy, p.152.153
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Always this earth, nothing but the earth. In this prison which rotates, we do
ot 20 forward, do not progress or go back, neither rise nor fall. We only go

cound. Everything goes round,

in the year 1936 Tawfiq Hakim first published “Ahlul Fun™ and thereafter
pe published “Sirat O Mohammad™ (Peace be upon him)like “Aa’la
Hamishis Sirah™ of Dr. Taha Husayn in a style of story which comprises the
bingraphy of Syedona Hazrat Mohammad (Peace be upon him).

In the preface to “Sirat O Mohammad™ entitled Al-Bayan, Tawfiq said that
he tricd to project, events as they happened free from the interpretation of
biographers and commentators... and decided upon the direct method of the
dialogue so that the readers could visualize the events as if they were taking
place in their presence without letting any gap, not even the gap of time, to
come between them and the event. He therefore lets the historical events
speak for themselves.™

Tawfiq Hakim further says

All T did was to mould the matter as carefully as a jeweler mounts a

precious stone, sans embellishment and in a fine frame that is barely visible

but sets off the jewel.™

Famous critic of Modern time Yusuf Kokan writes about “Sirat O

Mohammad” in his voluminous book *Aalamun Nasr Washeir fil Asril

Arabi Alhadith™

Sl e Bila el g8 3 1936 e (g Ale ) la) dasa § e g A
25 400 Aol el

e

13
Tawfiq Hakim, Muhammad Prefice p.5

24
Tawfig Hakim, Mubammad Prefuce p.6
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h Muhammad Peace b
H hed the hook entitled “RBiography of ( ¢ upgy
puhlis [ | D
E in the form of fiction.
him
However, in

with philosophical theme
an interesting blend of the

) in the year 1936
spite of such cri
s culle

tical confroversics, he continued to write Plays

d from a variety of cultural SOUrces.
(1942) legends of Pygmalion ang
Pygmalion :
Narcissus.

Tawfiq Hakim was the
Otherwise publishers would ac

been successfully staged. Tawfiq Hakim thyg

first Arab playwright who got his plays publisheg

before staging them. cept seripts of only sy},

plays which had already

created a reading public for drama, independent of, and not necessarily

linked to the stage and set a precedent which made it possible for dramatists

to serialize or publish entire plays before their performances.

The Fate of Cockroach: The Fate of Cockroach is a three act play written by
Tawfig al Hakim being the writer's outright disillusionment with the
Egyptian people and the social revolution taken in that period of time. The
play itself is reflection of the author on the actual sense of human life.
Tawfiq al Hakim made drama a respected Arabic literary genre. Prior to
him, prose plays had been primarily lightweight comedy or farce, while
verse had been used by such noted poets as Ahmad Shawqi for his heroi¢
drama. Tawfiq al Hakim however wrote only in prose, a flexible high quality
prose, often interspersed with colloquial Arabic. His autobiographical novel
“Yawmiyat Naib fi al Aryaf” which was published in1937 is a satire o7
Egyptian officialdom.®

_-_-_-_-_._.—r"'-'r

* Mohammad Y usuf Kokan A’
Part, Dare Hafeza, Littaba® ate

Encyclopaedia Britann ica, Mi

rd
Alamun Nasr Was shair, Fil ‘Asril Arabi Al H:].dllﬂl'l 3
Wan Nashr, Madras, Tamil Nadu, 1984.page No J'}R. ;
cropacdia Ready Reference and Ind ex, 15" Ediﬁnn.\'umm
IX, Seurlock Tirah, US.A., 1980,page No 846
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Tawfiq al Hakim presented the Arabic language as a world class sweet

anguage through his enormous essays, shor stories, novels and dramas, His

writings with high quality language always impressed most of the classes of

people from Enst to West, South to North, He was 80 special and attractive

dramatist that most of the eritics and dramatists appreciate that he was the

hest playwright of Arabic and as such he is today rightly called as father of

Arabic dramas.

List of works of Tawfiq Hakim is given below,

v Leaving Paradise, 1926 (Plays)
« A Bullet in the Heart, 1926 (Plays)
+ The Diary of a Country Prosecutor, 1933 (Novel)
v The People of the Cave, 1933 (Play)
+ The Return of the Spirit, 1933 (Novel)
+ Shahrazad, 1934 (Play)
Muhammad the Prophet, 1936 (Biography)
A Man without g Soul, 1937 (Play)
A Sparrow from the East, 1938 (Novel)
' Ash'ah, 1938 (Novel)
The Devil's Era, 1938 (Philosophical Sto ries)
My Donkey told me, 1938 (Philosophical Essays)
Praxa/The problem of ruling, 1939 (Play)

The Dapeer of the Temple, 1939 (Short Stories)

~53 ~
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Pygmalion, 1942

Solomon the Wise, 1943

Boss Kudrez's Building, 1948
King Oedipus, 1949

Soft Hands, 1954
Equilibrium, 1955

Isis, 1955

The Deal, 1956

The Sultan's Dilemma, 1960
The Tree Climber, 1966

The Fate of a Cockroach, 1966
Anxiety Bank, 1967

The Return of Consciousness, 1974

His works have been translated into 4 number of languages, Both Western

and Eastern languages, more than the works of any Arab writer.
Translation of his wo rks into fo reign languapes:

Sirat ad: i
irat O Mohammad: Dy, Ibrahim Al-Moji translated this

; book into English
and Upper Council of Islamic Affairs published it in 1983

Shaharzad: Shaharzad waq

. translated ip F ched fro
Paris in the yeqy 1936 rench and publish¢

With the preface of George Lukunt, Member f
Thereafter it wag

from Londop and then from New Yor

lin the year 1945,
~ 94 ~



Pygmalien, 1942

Salomon the Wise, 1943

Boss Kudrez's Building, 1948
King Oedipus, 1949

Soft Hands, 1954
Equilibrium, 1955

Isis, 1955

The Deal, 1956

The Sultan's Dilemma, 1960
The Tree Climber, 1966
The Fate of a Cockroach, 1966
Anxiety Bank, 1967

The Return of Consciousness, 1974

His works have been translated into a number of languages. Both Wester

and Eastern languages, more than the works of any Arab writer.

Translation of his works into fo reign languages:

Sirat O Mohammad: Dr. Ibrahim Al-Moji translated this hook into English
and Upper Council of Islamic Affairs published it in 1983

Shaharzad: Shaharzad was translated in French and published from
Paris in the year 1936 with the preface of George Lukunt, pMember of
French Academy. Thereafter i Wwas translated into English and publis

from London and then from New York in the year 1945.
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guidat ql Ruh:  Audat al Ruh was translated in Russian French and

cpglish and published from Leingrad, Paris and Washington in the year
|;|ui.l""37““'] 1984 respectively,

yawmiyar E Naib Fil Aryaf: Yawmiyar E Naib Fil Aryaf was
rranslated in French, English, Spanish, Swedish, German, Romanian and
Russian languages and published from , Paris, London , Sweden, Germay,
Romania and Russia in the year 1925,1937, 1984, 1955, 1961,1962 and 1961
respectively.

shlul Kahaf: Ahlul Kahaf was translated into French in the year 1940

with the historical introduction of Jaston Fitch,renowned professor of
College de France ,then it was translated into Italian language in 1945 and

1962, thereafter into Spanish in Madrid in 1946.

Usfur Minas Sharq: Usfur Minas Sharq was translated into French and

the first edition was published in 1946 and the second edition was published
in]1960.

Pygamalion: Pygamalion was translated into French and published from

Paris in 1950.

Malik O Deb: Malik O Deb was also translated in French and
Published from Paris in 1950.

Sulaimap Al Hakim: Sulaiman Al Hakim was translated into both

French ang English languages and published from Paris and Washington in
1950 ﬂmultanmusly x

Al "i}dil.ln Nﬂgma: Al Avdiun Nac'ma was translated into English and
uhbli

Publisheq from Washington in 1981.

s 55 e
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Rahlat ilal Gad: Rahlat ilal Gad was translated and published in Freng
ahla :

from France in 1960 and it was translated into English and published gy,
Fom

Washington in 1981,

As Sultanul Hayer: As Sultanul was translated and published o,

English from London in 1973,

Ya Tali al Shajrah. Dens Johnson Dafez translated it into English g4

published it from Oxford University Press in 1966.

He was a literary giant and all times the greatest Arab dramatist afie

whom a leading theatre has been named in Cairo.

Nominated for Nobel Prize”: Tawfiq al Hakim was a contender for

1969 Nobel Prize in literature. Informations about the Nohel Prize
nominations are kept sealed for fifty years after the Nobel Prize is awarded
at a ceremony that takes place in Stockholm each December, The list of
nominations for Nobel Prize in literature for the year 1969 is now mads
public and now it is known that Egyptian playwright, novelist and essayist
Tawfiq al Hakim was the second Arabic Language author, after Najib

Mahfouz who was nominated for the world's most coveted literary Nobel

Prize.

Penguin Books: Hakim’s literary works have received far less globd

attention than Najib Mahfuz's. Howeyer a few years ago, Tawfiq al Hakitt

hecame the first Arabic author whose book was published by the Peng?

4 : "
The Nobel Prize is 2 set of annual i ries
: nternational awa - several categd’

Swedish and Norwepian institutions i ril bestowed in ses 2 itk

i recognition of outstanding work i Py
emistry, physiolo S | of
ﬂsl awurdérj E:INEJ or medicine fiterature, economics and the promotion of peace
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pooks
hin and published by the Penguin Books Classies Imprint.

Hutc

% Classies Imprint. His “Return of the Spirit” is translated by William

peath: Tawfiq Hakim died on 26" July 1987 in Caira, Egypt at the age of

5.

[".ﬂnt]llﬂiﬂl'l: Tawfiq's contribution to Arabic fiction is tremendous. It is to

awfiq's credit that with his creation the dramas and plays moved to the

highest level of artistic perfection that places him among the hest

playwrights in the world.
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